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The service charge con 


The service charges that are being brought in north 
and south of the border are part of a process of further 
increasing the proportion of tax paid by workers. The 
trend in global capitalism is to replace 'progressive 1 
taxes (like income tax) with flat-rate taxes (like VAT, 
service charges, etc) to further shift the taxation bur- 
den from rich to poor. This is the policy advocated by 
the world bank, IMF, WTO and virtually all of the insti- 
tutions of global capitalism. 


tive to more highly paid workers. Simply put, the service 
charges are all about shifting the tax burden even more onto 
the shoulders of ordinary workers. 

Minister Martin Cullen has indicated that he hopes to get 
the bi n charge up to 700 E uro a year. And we know that they 
hope to get other charges up by a couple of hundred as well. 
The key thing about these charges is that a millonare like 
Tony O'Reilly pays the same as a cleaner or a bus driver. 


I n the south all through the Celtic Tiger workers' pay rises 
were never much more then the inflation rate. But at the same 
time the bosses were making super profits. This could be sold 
to workers because of cuts in the rates of PAYE tax which 
meant that at the end of the day we ended up with more money 
in our pockets. 

The imposition of service charges (e.g. the Bin Tax) will take 
this money back. PAYE workers aregiving the self employed 
and corporations tax breaks. And even within the PAYE sec- 
tor low paid workers end up paying a greater proportion rela- 


Take two households. One has an income of 20,000 the other 
150,000. For the household earning 20,000 paying out 900 
euros in service charges is equivalent to an over 5% hike in 
income tax! For the one earning 150,000 a service charge bill 
of 900 euros is equivalent to a 0.6% hike in income tax. 


So for many workers the introduction of service charges has 
wi ped out years of take home pay gai ns due to cuts i n PAY E 
tax. The rich have kept the benefits of these percentage cuts, 
ending up thousands or tens of thousands of euros better off. 
I t's ti me to tel I them where to get off. 




Liberia: The myth of 
humanitarian intervention 


Every so often the newspapers fill with stories of a crisis in some third world 
country. We see pictures on our screens of gunmen, starvation and suffering; 
inevitably we hear cal Is for humanitarian intervention. Over the summer, we 
were told of a crisis in Liberia. A brutal civil war, a corrupt leader, child sol- 
diers, starving civilians: it seemed that the whole world was crying out for 
intervention by the US or UN. 


The cries did not fall on deaf ears. 3 US 
warshi ps carryi ng 2,300 mari nes anchored 
off the coast and the UN authorised a 
peacekeeping force to intervene to stabi- 
lise the country and enforce a ceasefire. 
On August 11, Liberia's president Charles 
Taylor stepped down, under pressure from 
the U S . A peace deal was si gned and West 
African peacekeeping troops arrived. Li- 
beria has since disappeared from our TV 
screens. It would appear that the crisis is 
over and the foreign intervention has 
worked. 

At least that is what you would think if 
you only knew about Liberia from news- 
papers and television. Unfortunately, the 
reality of the situation is entirely differ- 
ent. Unbeknownst to most of those who 
were appeal i ng to the U S to i ntervene, the 
US government has been actively inter- 
vening in Liberia for a long time and were 
directly responsible for the most recent hu- 
manitarian crisis. 

Liberia, founded by freed slaves from the 
US in the 19th century, has always been 
a client state of the US. They have inter- 
vened covertl y to repl ace L i beri an govern- 
ment's that they didn't like on a number 
of occasions [1]. President Taylor, whom 
they initially supported, incurred their 
displeasure in the late 1990's when he 
backed rebel groups in neighbouring 
Guinea and Sierra Leone, in a bid toseize 
some of the extensive diamond deposits 
of these neighbouring countries. The US 
then began a long campaign to oust Taylor. 

They funnelled money through their re- 
gional ally Guinea, tocreatea proxy army, 
the LURD, which invaded Liberia. The 
LURD campaign was based on terror, 
reminiscent of previous US proxy armies 
in Africa and Latin America. Human 
rights reports have documented how the 
LURD press-ganged children into their 
army, kept their troops high on drugs, 
shelled civilian areas, massacred villag- 
ers and requisitioned their food, thereby 
ensuring a mass exodus into the capital. 

The US aggression against Liberia was 
hardly much of a secret for those who 
cared to look. Ed Royce, the chairman of 
the US house sub-committee on Africa, 
warned Taylor as far back as 1999 that 
"[Taylor] should be made to realize that 
the US has the ability and the will to un- 
dermine his rule." The Liberian govern- 


ment themselves referred to "a policy of 
'regime change' in the form of a proxy 
war. "[2] After del i berately creati ng the hu- 
manitarian crisis, the US cynically used 
it to justify the final intervention to re- 
pl ace Tayl or. The L i beri an cri si s was sud- 
denly bathed in thefull glare of the global 
media spotlight. We heard liberal media 
commentators appeal i ng to the U S to i n- 
tervene on humanitarian grounds. This 
media focus allowed the US to complete 
the Liberian regime change, as the UN 
authorised an intervention force and 
Taylor was forced into exile. The world's 
media went home as soon as the US had 
achieved their objective, regardless of the 
fact that the crisis hadn't been solved at 
all. A week after the 'peace deal' up to a 



thousand vi 1 1 agers were massacred by 
rebel troops in Nimba county [3]. 

The story is horrific, but sadly typical. 
This is what intervention and peace- 
keeping always means. Peacekeepers 
can't be deployed against the wishes 
of the permanent members of the U N 
security counci I , who a I so happen to be 
the big imperialist powers. I n general, 
they are onl y empl oyed to mai ntai n the 
status quo once it has reached a bal- 
ance favourable to these big powers. 
Humanitarian catastrophes are a fa- 
vourite ploy, not only to justify inter- 
vention to the world, but to depose an 


unwanted ruler without actually having 
to fight against him and to decimate the 
society to such a point that not only will 
there be no resistance, but they will be 
welcomed with open arms. 

When such intervention is being talked 
about i n the medi a, you have to ask, "why 
this? why now?" The answer is almost al- 
ways because it is in the interests of one 
of the big powers to intervene, and they 
want to enlist the liberal humanitarians 
as cheerleaders for their invasion. West- 
ern media is pervaded by a deep-seated 
racism which means that they don't even 
bother to try to i nvesti gate the background 
of conflicts in Africa, they just adopt an 
implicit assumption that this is the type 
of things that Africans always do. At the 
same time as the Li beri a crisis was in the 
headlines, the world's media had been 
steadfastly ignoring the much bigger, 
bloodier and strategically important war 
in Congo-Zaire, which has caused an esti- 
mated 3-5 million deaths in the last 5 
years - so much for humanitarianism. 

We live in a world where there is no inter- 
national force that is capable of interven- 
ingtoprevent humanitarian crises. West- 
ern governments are conti nual ly i nterven- 
i ng i n the thi rd worl d, but power and greed 
are their motivations - humanitarianism 
i s si mply not a factor. The most i mportant 
thing that ordi nary peopl e i n the West can 
do to help Africa is to prevent our govern- 
ments from i nterveni ng i n any way; thei r 
interventions are always selfish. 

I f we thi nk of Africa as a drowni ng woman, 
we can best help her by making our gov- 
ernments take their foot off her head. 

Chekov Feeney 

1. eg Tubman 1971, Tolbert 1980 

2. http://allafrica.com/stories/200307230997.html 

3. http://www.vanguardngr.com/articles/2002/cover/f226082003.html 



Rudolf Rocker: Nationalism and Culture 


Rudolf Rocker is recommended by Chomsky, 
whose own anarchist thinking is strongly influenced 
by him, as one of the best writers on anarchism and 
this is probably his finest work - a brilliant libertar- 
ian analysis of the development of power, the cult 
of the state and their relationship with human lib- 
erty and culture. 

Rocker sees the impulse to power as a vital ele- 
ment in influencing the type of society we have. 
Though acknowledging the crucial role economics 
plays in the structure of society, he argues that ex- 
plaining the types of society solely in terms of their 
underlying economic structure is utterly inadequate. 

He sees power relationships as a restraining factor 
on human development because when you’re com- 
pelled to carry out orders, you become little more 
than a machine rather than an individual with a free 
will, personal thoughts and feelings. 

Rocker argues that brute force is insufficient to com- 
mand obedience over long spans of time and the 
ruling classes have always sought to implant the 
idea that their rule is legitimate and inevitable. This 
is why they have supported ideologies as far apart 
as Christianity and Bolshevism, both of which sup- 
port a ruling caste and encourage voluntary sub- 
mission for the masses. 

As Alexander Berkman noted, such voluntary be- 
lief is actually stronger than outright tyranny, for 
when opposition grows, it is flexible enough to sur- 
vive whereas the dictatorships often snap and come 
crashing down. 


(Black Rose Books, 592 pages) 
€23.00 inc p&p from the WSM Bookservice 

Rocker surveys the development of State power 
from ancient times, paying particular heed to de- 
velopments after the Renaissance when nation- 
states increasingly came to be formed. He also de- 
votes considerable space to those who set the intel- 
lectual climate for the triumph such as writers like 
Rousseau and Fichte and contrasts their deadening 
visions with the value of liberty and free expres- 
sion for the development of culture. 

For Rocker, nationalism was the foremost ideol- 
ogy - or mythology - which the ruling classes were 
using to bind the working class to them in an ever 
tighter form of voluntary submission. 

And they were successful; nationalism became the 
new religion of the people. The logical and gro- 
tesque conclusion of this awe of the nation-state 
arrived with the Nazis, from whom Rocker fled in 
1933 just as he was finishing this book. He demol- 
ishes their ideas of race theory, with their pseudo- 
scientific babble about the Nordic race with its pure 
language and superior culture. Given the rise of 
racism here, these chapters are unfortunately not 
out of date; readers looking for ammunition to chal- 
lenge ‘Irish Irelanders’ will find plenty here. 

It’s not cheap, but it’s great book, beautifully writ- 
ten. If you’re interested in history or politics it’s a 
must read. 

James O ’ Brian 


NEFAC web site 

http^/nefac. norther nhacki ng.org/ 


The NEFAC web page is to be found at http:/ 
/nefac.northernhacki ng.org/ This would be 
my first and only major problem - well nig- 
gle really. Basically its not the most obvious 
or intuitive address. On the other hand it's 
the first thing that comes up when you put 
"North East Federation of Anarchist Com- 
munists" into google. (They are located in the 
US and Canad). 

This quibble aside the site looks nice with a 
good overall presentation with no dumb ass 
flash or java scripts to annoy you and your 
browser. The layout is simple and graphi- 
cally very easy on the eye with a nice red 
and black colour scheme that doesn't look 
annoying (believe me this can be hard to do 
!). The layout is somewhat similar to the 
approach of most I ndymedia type sites with 
coloured bars to break up the text and the 
home page is covered with the latest news 
and articles. It boasts an excellent search en- 
gine conveniently located on the side bar. A 
search for Workers Solidarity bought up 
hundreds of hits including audio and video. 
They also have a button to churn out a pri nt- 
ableversion of any page which is always very 
very handy! A small set of links at the top 
left guides you through NE FAC's pages. 


format yet, but there are hundreds of 
articles from it accessible through the 
search engi ne. Overal I , an excel I ent, wel I 
laid out, up to date site from N E FAC and 
a fine addition to anarchism on the "in- 
ter-web". 

Conor Me L ought in 



Subscribe: 


Send 10 Euro to WSM, PO Box 1528, 
Dublin 8 and we will send you the next 9 
Workers Solidaritys and the next 2 issues of 
our magazine Red & Black Revolution 


There is quite a bit of information on the 
Federation. There were some excel I ent arti- 
cles from their theoretical paper. I'm not sure 
if they have the entire magazine up in pdf 


International rates (for 6 WS + 1 
R&BR), Britain 5 STR, Europe 7 Euros 
or equiv, rest of world 10 USD. Send 
cash or cheques made out to WSM to 
WSM, PO Box 1528, Dublin 8, Ireland. 



Getting involved 


\Ne are an Anarchist organisation in 
existence now for nearly twenty 
years. I n that ti me we've hel ped to put 
across the ideas of anarchism as wor- 
thy of serious consideration to any- 
one in the movement against capital- 
ism. 

We produce over 6,000 copies of this pa- 
per and our message is getting to more 
and more people. If you want to live in a 
society that is free from the enslavement 
of the state and where democracy is more 
than a nice idea poorly practiced then you 
have to be prepared to fight for it. 

We are not the sol e reason why Anarchi sm 
is on the map but the fact that this paper 
is distributed in Athenry, Belfast, 
Castledermot, Cork, Drogheda, Derry, 
Dublin, Fermoy, Galway, Kilcock, Kil- 
kenny, Lurgan, Manorhamilton, 
Maynooth, Naas, Oughterard, Sligo and 
Thurles has helped gain acceptance that 
anarchism is a real option on this island 
for those wishing to fight for change. 

We get involved. This is an important dif- 
ference between us theand would belead- 
ers who sit i n towers and contemplate how 
the future world should be run but never 
actually work towards achieving that. 
Where there is struggle to oppose the Bin- 
Tax, to oppose the privatisation of pubic 
transport, or even agai nst the war you wi 1 1 
find activists from the WSM involved. We 
defend ourselves when we see attacks 
against our class. 

We are as involved as we can be in this 
given our numbers. But there is so much 
morethat we can achieve. Whilst many of 
the struggles are defensive, (not paying 
an unfair double tax, opposing an unjust 
war and the occupation of I raq, opposing 
the rampant race towards neo-liberalism 
and the pursuit of profits above all else) 
we al so conti nue to get the message out of 
what the alternative is tothis system. Like 
all revolutionary groups we need people 
to join so that we benefit from the energy 
and ideas that people will bring towards 
this task. 

We can get the message out that there is 
a solution to the mess the world is in. 
Those answers can be found in the ideals 
of freedom and real democracy where we 
are free from the treacherous tyranny of 
leaders and their plans to further enslave 
us; A free society is not something that 
others can win for you, you have to win it 
for yourself. Get involved and find out 
more about becoming part of the revolu- 
tionary anarchist movement. 



Mutual Aid is the fuel an anarchist society will run on. It is also what keeps 
capitalist society going in spite of all the hardship, greed, and exploitation 
that exists. Like all good ideas it's simple to understand. In order to get by in 
a tough world, it's necessary to get a bit of help from others. And as well as 
receiving help you also give it, not simply because it's nice to be nice, but 
because you know that sometime in the future you'll need a bit of it yourself. 


The culture of solidarity took a battering 
during theThatcherite '80s and booming 
'90s. An onslaught of right-wing propa- 
ganda and the attacks on workers' collec- 
tive action (e.g. the 1990 Industrial Rela- 
ti ons Act) combi ned to gi ve the i mpressi on 
that you could get ahead by focussing on 
yourself and your career. This has resulted 
in both collective action and workers or- 
ganising in unions dropping off dramati- 
cally. 

We constantly hear that competition is 
good and efficient, so much so that you'd 
be forgiven for thinking that there is no 
alternative to selfishness and Mary 
Harney. But the world would be a horri- 
ble place if everything was based on com- 
petition where the loser got to starve or to 
die from not being able to afford proper 
medical care. 

Right-wingers point to nature and the 
Darwinian survival of thefittest and pro- 
claim that there is no pi ace for decency in 
the real world: what matters is who can 
win out. 

Anarchists turn this argument around. 


Mutual aid is a vital factor in determin- 
ing who is thefittest. For we cannot pos- 
sibly survive on our own. We are physi- 
cal ly far weaker than many other ani mal s 
and nature itself would have us beaten in 
no ti me. B ut by combi ni ng with others and 
usinga bit of intelligence wecan outsmart 
potential predators and make use of na- 
ture rather than be overwhelmed by it. 

And so it is with bosses. On a one-to-one 
basis they too have greater resources 
available to them, and it is only by pool- 
ing our strength and showing solidarity 
that workers can resist. This can lead to 
mutual aid developing out of struggle. A 
strike is simply workers acting together, 
rather than going it alone and cutting in- 
dividual deals with the boss. 

Workers who are involved in a protracted 
strike often seek sympathy strikes from 
workers in different industries. Such sec- 
ondary action makes a big difference in 
the amount of pressure put on the bosses. 
U nfortunately such actions are becoming 
rarer due i n part to the strangl i ng of strug- 
gle by thetrade union bureaucracy as wel I 


as to the change i n wi der atti tudes as out- 
lined above. 

However, though weakened, the sense of 
mutual aid persists. For example the cur- 
rent bin tax campaign will be won or lost 
depending on the degree of mutual aid 
given by people. At the time of writing, 
campaigners in Fingal have engaged in 
blockades of Bin Trucks because of the 
Council's policy of non-collection. This in 
itself is an example as they are showing 
solidarity with all of those who have re- 
fused to pay the double tax. 

They have done really good work so far, 
but it is possi ble if they remai n out on thei r 
own that the pressure will not be enough 
to cause the Council to back down. The 
head honchos at the Council - like all 
bosses - know full well that the best 
method to defeat people is to divide and 
conquer. They will implement non-collec- 
tion first in certain areas where they ex- 
pect little resistance hoping that no reac- 
tion will take place. This way they will 
isolate the other areas and eventually 
wear them down. 

However, if people in the other Council 
districts could start blockading trucks, ir- 
respective of whether non-collection has 
started in their own areas, this would 
crank up the pressure a lot and hopefully 
force them to back down. 

Such actions are good in themselves and 
have the added bonus of indicating the 
future of the anarchi st soci ety: peopl e act- 
ingfor themselves in solidarity with oth- 
ers. The alternative is to have leaders per- 
manently screwing us over. 

James O ’ Brian 


Red & Black Revolution 7 

The latest issue of Red and Black Revolution is now out 


Articles inside: 


I n this issue of our magazine, we continue our tradition of dealing with the pressing 
issues of the day for anarchists and libertarians, and for all who are seriously inter- 
ested in bringing about a new society. We carry articles by a member of the North 
Eastern Federation of Anarcho-Communists in relation tothefutureof theBlack Bloc, 
and another by a member of Doctors For Choice on abortion rights (or the lack of them!) 
in I reland. 

We look at one of the most successful periods of anarchist history - the Spanish revolu- 
tion - and, specifically, at how the workers' collectives in Spain were organised. Their 
success and the success of anarchism at that time remains a beacon of hope for the 
future. Another article argues that, if we want to create socialism it will have to be 
based on voluntary co-operation, not State power 

One of the consequences of capitalist globalisation and of the 'War on Terror'has been 
a further tightening of border controls as Western governments build more and more 
barriers against the free movement of people. While anarchists are obviously opposed 
toall forms of immigration control, we don't haveall the arguments to answer thefears 
and worries of working class people when the right wingers issue their dire warnings 
about 'floods' and 'waves' of immigrants coming to take all our jobs and houses. 

Islamic fundamentalism has emerged as the new 'bogeyman' and the excuse for the 
aggression of Western governments i n thei r so cal led 'War on Terror ' i n the wake of the 
September 11th attacks on the USA. The response of large parts of the left to the 
fundamentalists has been to adopt a 'softly softly' approach. I n an article here, how- 
ever, we argue that our enemies' enemy isn't necessarily our friend. We also take a look 
at the I rish anti-war movement during the 2003 gulf war. We carry two articles; one 
concentrates on the direct action movement, while the other looks at the political fail- 
ure of the leaders of the mainstream anti-war movement. 


If you want to create socialism, it must 
be based on freedom. 

Direct action against the war in Ireland 

The dismal failure of the IAWM 
leadership 

Repressing abortion in Ireland 

Industrial collectivisation during the 
Spanish revolution 

The trouble with Islam 


Has the black block 
reached the end of its 
usefulness? 


Kl & Black 

Revolution 



.Jc" 1 "".. -if 


Anti-capitalist protest, 
global and local 

Open borders - the 
case against 
immigration controls 



Organising 

Change 

The last year or so has seen a hectic period for activists in Ireland. From the 
May (^Gardai attack on Reclaim the Streets in Dublin, through the anti-war 
campaigns, people have been coming into conflict with the state. I n Dublin, 
we are now in the middle of a struggle with local anti-bin tax groups across 
the city taking action to defeat the councils refusal to collect rubbish. 


There are some common lessons from 
these struggles. The government's con- 
tinued support for US military refuelling 
at Shannon even after 100,000 had 
marched on F ebruary 15 th shows how eas- 
i I y the govern ment can i gnore 'pu bl i c opi n- 
ion'. The introduction of service charges 
across the country, culminating in the 
Dublin bin tax, is another example of the 
government ignoring the popular will. 
The first time in service of imperialism, 
the second in the service of those who re- 
ally run the country, the rich and the cor- 
porations. 

The Garda attack on Reclaim the Streets 
showed not only the state's wi 1 1 i ngness to 
suppress those who move beyond com- 
plaining but the massive Garda cover up 
that followed it shows how even in clear 
cut cases it is one rule for us and another 
for them. All the more obvious when you 
consider that over 60 people whotook part 
in anti-war protests were arrested; some 
have spent weeks in jail and others have 
been fined thousands of euro. Most of 
these arrests were at Shannon ai rport and 
over 20 people have been banned from the 
whole of County Clare for the next two 
years. 

Thesearethecases everyone knows of, but 
there are others. The violent eviction by 
hired thugs of squatters from a house in 
Parnell SquareinJ uly sawtheGardai ar- 
rest not thethugs but one of the occupants. 
The massive fines against Cork activists 
protesting at the exclusion of all but the 
very rich from the Old Head of K insale 
shows again that the law is on the side of 
the rich. The examples could go on and 
on. 

These examples show how the odds are 
stacked against us, but often ordinary 
people stand together and win despite this. 
We feel confident that the bin charges in 
Dublin will provide one such exampleof a 
victory in the coming months. 


B ut the defeat of the bi n tax wi 1 1 not mean 
the government turns to tax the rich and 
the corporations. I n the 90's we defeated 
the Water Charges only to see what is es- 
sentially the same tax being reintroduced 
with a different name. Fighting and win- 
ning some of the time is not enough. We 
n eed t o a I so or ga n i se t o t r a n sf or m soci ety 
and to do away with the di vi si ons i nto rich 
and poor, order givers and order takers. 

The organisation which produces this pa- 
per, the Workers Solidarity Movement, is 
one of a number of anarchist groups in 
I reland. We are anarchists because we 
recognise that as long as we limit our- 
selves to protesting the worst aspects of 



capital- 

i sm we are tryi ng to hoi d back a f I ood with 
wet tissue paper. 

For many of our readers the experiences 
you shared with us over the last year dem- 
onstrate the truth of this far better then 
any well crafted words. Now is the time 
to do something about it, to organise not 
just for the struggles of today but also for 
the revolutionary transformation that is 
required tomorrow. 

We are not insisting that the only way to 
do this is to join the WSM. We welcome 


If you'd liketojoin the WSM just talk to any of our members, write to 
us at PO Box 1528, Dublin 8 or email us at 
wsmJreland(gyahoogrou ps.com. We'll tell you what's involved, you 
can also check our website. 



new members but we recognise not only 
arethere already other libertarian groups 
who share our broad goal but that this 
struggle does not belong to any organisa- 
tion; it belongs to all those who are ex- 
pl oi ted. B ut we do offer one way to organ - 
isein the here and now towards building 
a libertarian movement that will over- 
throw capitalism. 

It is up to each individual to choose what 
is the way they wish to go forwards. But 
just as combining against the bin tax or 
agai nst the war makes us stronger so too 
does combining in political organisations. 
Whether this means joining ones that al- 
ready exist, or with others creating some- 
thing new is up toyou. But it is in all our 
i nterests that we start to organ i se now for 
the long term struggle that lies ahead. 


Andrew Flood 



Workers Solidarity Movement, P0 Box 1528, Dublin 
8 or E-mail wsm_ireland@yahoo.com, 
cork_wsm@yahoo.com 
Phone/S MS 087-7939931 

On the web - http://struggle.ws/wsm 

Cork meetings 

Sept 24th (Wed) Anarchism, Technology and the 
Environment @ Venue to be announced 8 pm 

Ideas and action - Saturday 18th Oct 
Venue: J oyce Room, Metropole Hotel, McCurtain 
St, Cork 
Time: l-5pm 

1) Direct Action - WSM speakerand Catholic 
Worker speaker 

2) Anarchism or Marxism - WSM speakerand 
Socialist Party Cork Branch speaker 

More information from cork_wsm@yahoo.com Ph: 
(021) 4503262 

Dublin - for details of Dublin 
meetings please contact the 
national address 




Why all the fuss about 
Aer Rianta? 

The state company which runs Cork, Dublin and Shannon airports is to be 
broken up if the government get their way. As it is one of the most profitable 
state fi r ms, what i s the reason for this pri vati sati on? I s it good for ai r travelers, 
for ai rport staff, for the ordi nary taxpayer, or just for a few rich friends of the 
government? 

for years. Instead it will be done by the 


Seamus Brennan says it will be good for 
travelers. The three airports are supposed 
to compete against each other, and that 
will “benefit passengers". Are we really 
su pposed to bel i eve that peopl e wi 1 1 travel 
from Dublin to Shannon to catch a plane 
for a weekend break to London or Paris? 

To aid this 


supposed 'competition' all the debts of 
Cork and Shannon will be transferred to 
Dublin, and from then on those two air- 
ports are on their own. To service this debt, 
we suspect that Dublin Airport will have 
to sell off the successful Great Southern 
Hotel group. And rich palsof Brennan and 
H arney wi 1 1 get thei r hands on a very prof- 
itable business. 

The debt also means that Dublin Airport 
will not have the money to build the sec- 
ond terminal that has been talked about 


McEvaddy Brothers (whose French villa 
Mary Harney and Chari ieMcCreevy holi- 
dayed in a couple of years ago), or even 
Ryanai r. Thi s wi 1 1 most I i kely see a refusal 
to deal with unions, as happens in 
Ryanair. And they don't want unions, be- 
cause they want to pay lower wages and 
make staff work in worse conditions. 

Two competi ng termi nal s 
in the same airport will 
see even more of an attack 
on wages in order to be 
'competitive'. Each group 
of workers will be encour- 
aged to compete against 
each other, to be cheaper. 

I n Cork and Shannon 
workers are also in for a 
rough time. The Shannon 
stop-over is finished. The 
two airports will have to 
sell themselves as low 
cost operations. Much of 
their business may well 
be summer holiday char- 
ters, meaning that some 
staff will only get sea- 
sonal contracts. Goodbye 
to having a job all year. 

Whether it is bus, rail or airport workers 
- the problem is the same. J ob security, 
wage levels, pension entitlements and 
working conditions will be sacrificed in 
order to fatten the bank accounts of 
B ert i e's weal thy pal s. The way to stop this 
i s for transport workers to u n i te i n acti on . 
F ree fare days and stri kes are the way to 
go, anything less just isn't taken seriously 
by the government 

Alan MacSimoin 


That's 
Capitalism 

1 n Britain the 'Effects of Taxes and 
Benefits on Household Income' re- 
port revealed that, under Thatcher, 
1979-90, the fifth of the population 
with the lowest incomes had their 
share of post-tax national income 
cut from 10% to just 6%. The rich- 
est fifth increased their share of 
post-tax national income from 37% 
to 45%. 

Things got a little better under 
Major. But under Labour to 2001- 

02 inequality again increased. The 
share of the bottom fifth slipped 
back to 6%, while the top fifths 
share moved upto46%.Therich are 
getting richer while the poor get 
poorer. 

While the average-paid have had 
increases of 3-4% in recent years, 
Britain's highest paid executives 
had sal ary i ncreases of 21% i n 2000, 
19% in 2001, and 16% in 2002. I n- 
land Revenue statistics show that 
150,000 highly paid directors and 
others with earnings over £50,000 
a year enjoyed additional fringe 
benefits worth an average £10,880 
each. The company car etc benefits, 
amounts to £7,800 a di rector on av- 
erage which is nearly twice what a 
pensioner has to live on. 


"I £j>eiA,t 33 years lu the 
Marlines. Most of my 
time beiiA.0 a hlgh-cl ass 
muscle ma\ a, for ~B>lc) 
business, for wall street 
a ud the bankers. Ua. 
short, l w as a racketeer 
for capitalism. . . . I 
helped li/vthe rape of half 
a dozeiA. central Ameri- 
ca lA. republics for the ben- 
efit of Wall street." 

General Smedley D. 

Butler, U.S. Marine 
Corps 


Become a supporter of this paper i 

i 

I'd like to become a supporter of the Workers Solidarity paper, 

Please send me 50/ copies of the next issue of the paperto distribute. I enclose my 

first months donation towards costs of 5/10/ Euro. 


Name: 

Address: 


(Send to WSM, PO 
Box 1528, Dublin 8, 
Ireland) 


Phone: 


Email: 






Dublin Bin Charges 

Blockade the trucks 
Don’t fall for council scams 

As we go to print, the bin charges battle has started in earnest in Dublin with Fingal 
Council's attempt not to collect non-payer's bins. Trucks have been blockaded across 
Fingal forcing the council to cancel all collection services. Elsewhere campaigns are 
gearing up to blockade trucks in solidarity with Fingal or when the other Dublin coun- 
cils attempt to implement non-collection. I n our next issue we hope to report in full on 
how the councils were defeated. In the meantime you can follow events on our web 
page. Below we report on South Dublin's council attempts to con households into pay- 
ing. 


South Dublin County Council - rattled by 
the huge levels of non-payment of the bin 
tax - has i nitiated what it descri bes as a “Pay 
By VolumeTriar in 5 selected areas across 
theCounty. TheCouncil's own figures show 
that over two-thirds of those eligible to pay 
are boycotting what is widely viewed as an 
unfair double tax. Now they hope to make 
the tax appear more acceptable by making 
it a weekly rather than an annual payment. 

Residents in the 5 selected trial areas - in 
West Tallaght, Rathfarnham, North 
Clondalkin, Firhouse/Ballycullen and Lucan 
- have been receiving trial packs of bin lin- 
ers from the Counci I . These have the South 
Dublin County Council logo on them and 
householders are asked to use these liners 
in their wheel ie bins. If the trial is success- 
ful, the Counci I intends to use this tactic as 
a means of identifying who has paid the 
charge. Under legislation passed by the Dai I 
before the summer, local authorities now 
have the ri ght to refuse to col I ect bi ns from 
peopl e who don 't pay the tax. 

The Council is also attempting to sell this 
initiative by claiming that it will be cheaper 
on the householder. I n promotional literature 


Anti -war 
demonstration 

Day of Action Against the Occupation 
of Iraq and Palestine 
Demonstration begins 2pm Parnell 
Square Dublin 

Organised by Irish Anti-War 
Movement, Peace and Neutrality 
Alliance & NGO Peace Alliance 


sent to resi dents' associ ati ons i n the affected 
areas, the Council claims “The customer ef- 
fectivelypays for thewastecol lection on each 
occasion that a bin is presented for collection, 
as opposed to the standard charge that is lev- 
ied at present " 

They don't of course tell how much they in- 
tend to charge for the bin liners, or - more 
importantly - how much they will becharg- 
i ng for them i n a few years' ti me. 

The Campaign Against Refuse Charges has 
responded swiftly to the Council's latest ini- 
tiative. Before the trial packs of bin liners 


To contact the Campaign 
Against Refuse Charges in 
South Dublin, ring 087-6996046. 

For details of the campaigns in 
other areas, ring Dermot on 087- 
6277606. 


Have your say 

\Afrite a letter to us at WSM, 
PO Box 1528, Dublin 8. 


were even delivered by the counci I, all house- 
holds had received a leaflet from the Cam- 
paign describing the trial as a con and urg- 
ing a boycott of it. T hey still don't seem to 
real i se that the reason why the refuse charge 
is being resisted by householders is because 
WE VE ALREADY PAID. " 

It is the strength and solidarity of a united 
campaign which will put an end to this bin 
tax.J ust as the water charges were defeated 
five years ago, this tax too can be beaten. 


€25 million worth of 
“community service” 

We are told, usually by the councillors them- 
selves, that running for election to the local coun- 
cil is matter of “community service”. They want 
to “give something back to the community”. Yet 
local councillors across the 26 counties claimed 
a total of more than €25m in “expenses and al- 
lowances” last year. 

229 of them collected more than €40,000 each, 
while 54 collected more than €50,000. The high- 
est earner was Fianna Fail’s Jimmy Maloney, a 
councillor in Mayo, who picked up more than 
€75,000 in 2002. 

The Labour Party’s Paula Desmond, in Cork, 
received more than €74,600, while Fianna Fail’s 
Francis Conaghan, in Donegal, collected 
€69,255. Kerry councillor Paul O’Donoghue 
(FF), a brother of Tourism Minister John 
O’Donoghue, also received more than €68,600. 

Now that’s a lot of traveling to meetings! 


News from the WSM via the internet 

Our email list Ainriail distributes regular news updates and 

notices of events to subscribers. There are 4 - 8 emails a 

week. To join the list just visit 

http://struggle.ws/mailman/listinfo/ainriail 

Our web page www.struggle.ws/wsm includes a huge archive 

of articles about the history of anarchism and Irish struggles. 


Gregor Kerr 




Water tax in Northern Ireland 

Get your hands out of our pockets 


Northern Irish homes are to be subjected to a tax on 
water, unless enough of us get together to stop the gov- 
ernment's plan. Friday 20th J une saw the end of the 
“consulation" period, not that the government was do- 
ing much "consulting" with us- because they had already 
said that the next announcement would be about how 
to pay this tax! The decision had been made before they 
pretended to listen to our opinions about whether or 
not such a tax should be introduced. 

The Government wants us to pay not once but twice. We al- 
ready pay for domestic water through the rates. If we have to 
pay water charges as well, that's a double payment. 

Unlike in the South, where there was a "waiver" scheme for 
pensioners and unemployed, there will be no help with pay- 
ment for those on benefits. 

Remember, when they try to scam us with talk of bringing us 
into line with the rest of the UK, that people in Northern Ire- 
land have less income and a higher cost of living than people 
anywhere else in the UK. We pay more for food, fuel and 
childcare. Wages are, on average, 20% less. Put all their ex- 
cuses aside, and you areleft with one simple fact -they want to 
screw more money out of us. 


Water Tax (CAWT) picketed the depot at the start of the day's 
shift. 


Getting the campaign off to a good start, 
none of the workers crossed the picket 
line. Water workers are facing up to 
600 redundancies as part of this 
'tax and privatise' plan. Later that 
day there was a protest outside 
the Department of Regional De- 
velopment offices in Belfast as 
trade unionists handed in thou- 
sands of petitions opposing the 
charge. 



BILL 


Boycotting the bills is the way to win. We will see politicians, 
especially those from Sinn Fein and the PUP, stating their op- 
position tothetax. But talk is cheap. Will Gerry Adams or David 
Ervine actually call for non-payment, will their party activists 
get involved in the campaign? 


If we want to be sure of having a campaign with a real chance 
of winning, ordinary householders will have to build it. The 
people who have formed CAWT want to do just that. A similar 
campaign in the mid-1990s defeated the water tax in the south. 


The passing of the Government deadline was marked in Bel- 
fast with a bit of direct action at the Water Service Depot on 
theOld Westland Road. Peoplefrom Communities Against the 


We can do the same here. Contact Communities Against the 
Water Tax, 54 Manor Street, Belfast BT14 6EA. 

J oeKing 


Fight for a women’s right to choose 


Belfast High Court refuses to say 
when abortion is legal 

We are often told that ignorance of the law is no excuse, but 
what are we to do when nobody will say what the law means? 

The High Court in Belfast has said NO to a request that it spell 
out what is legal and what is not. The Family Planning Asso- 
ciation had asked it to order the Department of Health to pub- 
lish guidelines about when abortion is legal in the six counties. 

The ruling restates the existing law, that abortion is legal if in 
the clinic judgement of a woman's doctor the physical or 
mental health of the woman is at serious or grave risk if 
she continues with her pregnancy. 

Some doctors would interpret this fairly liberally, that 
compel ling a woman to continue an unwanted pregnancy 
could put her mental health at serious risk. But, as there 
are no cl ear gu i del i nes, those doctors cou I d then be open 
to legal action from anti-abortion pressure groups. 

This legal confusion has meant that the vast majority of 
northern Irish abortions happen in England. And this 
is why Northern women are three times more likely to 
have a late abortion. The delay is caused by the time 
spent having to find in the region of £700 for the clinic 
and travel costs. 

If abortion were freely available on the health service 
why would any woman choose to have a late abortion? 

I n Britain over 90% of abortions are carried out before 
the 12th week of pregnancy. 


Dublin - Alliance for Choice launched 

The 20th anniversary of the anti-choice referendum of 1983 
saw the launch of a new pro-choice campaign, TheAl Nance for 
Choice' launched in Dublin. Since 1983 over 100,000 Irish 
women have had to travel to England for abortions. 

At the launch Cathleen O'Neill, drawing on her experience 
over the past 20 years said: 

"I fl had a pound for every fundraiser I worked on to help work- 
ing class women go to England for an abortion , Id be a rich 

woman . Taking children into our 
homes for the duration of the visit 
- pretending that M ammy was gone 
to a funeral; holding pub quizzes , 
and running limited draws , as well 
as running sales of work and raf- 
fles under weird and wonderful 
names to preserve anonymity. Al- 
most every other week. It's bad 
enough for those who can afford to 
travel , but for poorer women it's 
hell. It's time those who claim to 
represent us to get a grip on reality 
and take steps to end this night- 
mare. " 

TheAlliance for Choice can be con- 
tacted at AfC, PO Box 8852, 
Phibsboro, Dublin 7 or by email at 
alii anceforchoi ce@ei rcom. net 



